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Where is Your Faith?
Have you ever played the game KERPLUNK? The idea of the game is that a
bunch of balls or marbles are suspended in a cylinder. They are being held up by
thin pieces of wood or plastic sticks all crisscrossed with one another. In the mesh
of crossed sticks, the balls can’t fall down. The game is that players remove one
stick at a time, with the goal being not to let any of the balls fall when you pull your
stick our. The winner is the one who allowed the least amount of balls to fall
throughout the game.
It is a game that blends the idea of order and chaos all together at once. The
sticks holding the balls are crisscrossed chaotically and randomly. Some sticks are
placed in better positions to help hold the balls while others are not holding
anything up. When the balls fall it is loud. As they start to fall you gasp and hold
your breath just waiting to see how bad the damage is going to be. It is a rather
chaotic second or two. But between turns, everything is somewhat orderly. You can
sit and analyze the sticks to determine which is your best option to remove. After
the balls have fallen it is easy to count how many fell. So, the game itself is
unpredictable chaos with intermittent moments of anxious anticipation. It is a fun
game, but it is not so fun when life seems to be like a big game of KERPLUNK.
As I’ve sat and talked with folks in recent weeks, I’ve found many people
saying things like “I’m just sort of holding my breath to see what is going to happen
next.” I admit, it has been a very unpredictable year filled with moments that take
our breath away for a variety of reasons (frustration, fear, surprise, agony). I wonder
if in some ways, that is how the disciples felt about journeying with Jesus. I can
imagine every few days he performs a miracle and every few days he is getting
death threats. A rollercoaster ride for him and those following him to say the least.
Consider the moment when the disciples are with Jesus on the boat and the
storm moves in and threatens their boat and livelihood. In an instant, Jesus was able
to overcome such chaos. He changed the weather, but he also changed the hearts of
his followers forever. “Where is your faith?” Jesus said to them.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Greg
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The Purpose of this Church shall be to glorify God in adoration, Love and service
as God’s missionary to our community, our nation, and our world, bearing witness
to God’s redeeming grace in Jesus Christ.
2020 Congregational Watchword:
JESUS SAID, "I HAVE PRAYER FOR YOU THAT YOUR OWN FAITH MAY NOT FAIL." LUKE 22:32
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Top 3 Board Topics
In our efforts to share with the congregation some of the current topics of our church
leadership, the joint board shares with you these top 3 topics currently being addressed.
1. Online Giving Change – Beginning September 1st we will be switching our Online
Giving services with Vanco and begin offering online giving through the Moravian
Ministry Foundations. Visit our church website for the latest details.
2. Parking Lot Project – This fall we will have our church parking lot resealed and
repainted. SJ Asphalts will be doing this project for us.
3. Uplifting our Sunday School Staff – Our Joint Board is currently discussing the idea
of adding to our annual budget a small stipend for our Sunday School Superintendent
and/or Sunday School Teachers. These leaders do such a wonderful job for our
program and we want to be able to provide a small gift signifying our deep appreciation
for all that they do.

Thank You!
Thank you to Wendy, Brenda, and all the volunteers who helped make this year’s Ice Cream
Social Drive Thru happen! We appreciate all your hard work.
Thank you to all who have helped provide special music over these summer months!

Thank you to Jessica Merchlewitz, Angela Decker, and Janet Majerus for committing to this
year or teaching our Sunday School children!

Life of the Congregation
September Birthdays:
Kristi Koetter 9/3
Brianna Skalicky 9/4
Julie Johnson 9/6
Janet Pashce 9/8
Joy Schulte 9/9
Linda Ihrke 9/9
Greta Verthein 9/12
Mike Sing 9/13
Missy Loken 9/15
Khored Koetter 9/15
Josie Decker 9/18
Andy VanLoon 9/20
Weston Merchlewitz 9/29

Online Book Study
Rebecca’s Revival by Jon Sensbach
Wednesday evenings 7:30-8:00p
Beginning September 16th
This fall, all are welcome to take part in an
online book study featuring the book Rebecca’s
Revival. This is an important Moravian story
that captures the presence of Moravian
Missionaries in the Caribbean and witnesses to
the life and legacy of Rebecca Protten. We will
gather as a group online for 30 minutes each
Wednesday evening for discussion.

September Anniversaries
Olan & Samantha Lovlien 9/4
Bruce & Sue Hilke 9/9
Mark & Kathy Brosig 9/16
Alan & Lisa Rae Skalicky 9/27
Bill & Krisi Koetter 9/28

Mission Festival
Sunday September 27th
We are excited to welcome Rev. Mandy Mastros for our
annual Mission Festival which will be held during our
final worship service in September. Pastor
Mandy will be joining us from Lancaster, Pennsylvania
where she serves as pastor for Lancaster Moravian
Church and Chaplain for The Moravian Center Adult
Day. This unique mission started 6 years ago when a
country church decided to sell their church building
and start a new church with a new ministry in
downtown Lancaster. Today, their congregation is in
the heart of the city caring for people in need and
serving adults who are in need of additional services
during the day. This is a beautiful and new way of
being the church and we are excited to learn more
from their story and walk with Christ.

New Sunday School
Superintendent
We are excited to share with you that
starting this fall Jessica Merchlewitz will
be serving as our new Sunday School
Superintendent. Thank you, Jessica, for
your willingness to serve in this way!

Spiritual Companioning Group
Beginning this fall, Moravians from across the country will
be gathering online to form small groups that are designed
to be uplifting in mind, body, and spirit. If you are in need
of extra time to focus more deeply on your spiritual needs
and/or you would like to get to know more Moravians
across the country, this is a wonderful opportunity.
Spiritual Companioning Groups are made up of 4-6
individuals and will be led by Moravian Seminary
Professor Marcella Kraybill-Greggo. These groups will
help you share your life circumstances and will help you
seek more deeply the movement of God in your life. If you
are interested in signing up please speak with Pastor Greg.

Once again, the Altura Lions
Club will be collecting shoes to
help those in our world living
without adequate footwear. Our
Savior’s Moravian will be one of
the several drop-off locations for
those wishing to donate shoes.
The collection this year will be
during the months of September
and October, so don’t delay!
Our Savior’s Moravian Church
Tuesday October 6th (1:00pm-7:00pm)

Mission Outreach
Conversation Café

Caring for Our Seniors

Postponed

The Mission Committee will be
coordinating efforts from members
to help supply caring cards and
caring packages for our senior
members. Please be attentive to
these opportunities over the next
few weeks or speak with Angela
Decker to learn more!

We are continuing to plan
and discern when we will be
able to have another
Conversation Café Meal.
We hope to be able to offer
this ministry again this fall.

Youth
Sunday School Volunteers

Sunday School Begins

Craft/Activity Day (1st Sunday of the Month)

September 13th 8:30am

We are looking for members who are willing to lead our Sunday School
students in a craft and/or activity the first Sunday of each month. You will
help lead students through a 15-20-minute craft or activity with the help of
our Sunday School leaders. To sign up, simply pick a Sunday that you are
able to help and let Jessica Merchlewitz know (507.4501612 )

All students Preschool-12th
grade are welcome to join us
for Sunday School. Children
6 years and older are asked
to wear a mask (5 and under
is optional) and all students
will have a brief health
screening upon arrival each
Sunday.

Crafts/Game Themes
th

October 4 – Jesus the rejected cornerstone/Following Jesus Teachings
November 1st – The hard work of being a disciple/Being a Servant
December 6th – Preparing the way for Jesus/Sharing Jesus in the world today

High School Youth Night
Saturday September 26th
7th-12th Grade

7:00-8:30pm

We will continue our youth nights again
this fall with some changes from last year.
Youth Nights will NOT include meals
and will only be for 7th-12th grade.
We hope to have youth nights again for
our younger age group at some point in
the future.

Confirmation
Classes Begin
September 20th
5:00-6:30p
Our confirmation
class will begin
meeting on Sunday
evenings in
September.

Opportunities to Give
Roof Fund

Skalicky Family Fundraiser

Our church roof is a large project that is
on our horizon. We are looking to
replace the current shingles within the
next year and to help us prepare for this
project the Board of Trustees has set a
goal to start a roof fund that we hope
will grow to $50,000 by
December 31st, 2020!

As a church family we work hard to
support each other, especially when one is
in need. A small group is working to
organize a fundraiser to help support the
Skalicky family and helping them pay their
medical bills. If you are interested in
serving on this group, please contact Kathy
Brosig (507.450.3040)

Shifting Our Online Giving Platform
Our Joint Board has agreed to shift our online giving
platform from Vanco to Moravian Ministry
Foundation. This is mostly a cost saving move, but to
help educate our members about the differences
between we want to offer a few details:
Vanco
Monthly Fee: $10.00
Transaction Fee:
- Credit/Debit Card 2.75% + $0.45 per transaction
Giving Statement: Members receive one giving
statement from Our Savior’s Moravian Church which
includes ALL giving to the congregation.
Moravian Ministry Foundation (MMF)
Monthly Fee: $0.00
Transaction Fee:
- Credit/Debit Card 2.798% + $0.26 per transaction
- Direct Deposit $0.75 per transaction
Giving Statement: Members will receive 2 giving
statements one from Our Savior’s Moravian for in
person gifts and a separate giving statement from
Moravian Ministry Foundation for ONLINE gifts made
to the congregation through MMF.

Moravian Ministries to
Support
There are so many areas of need
currently, especially some of our
Moravian Ministries. If you are
able to contribute to the work of
the greater Moravian Church
please visit our Giving Page on the
church website to donate
Mt. Morris Camp & Retreat
Tricklebee Café
Moravian Music Foundation
Moravian Care Ministries
Moravian Open Door
Moravian Center Adult Day

