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A Beautiful Mystery 

  A few days ago, Owen helped me plant some seeds in our indoor planters. I 

handed him about 8 different packets of seeds to pick from and he quickly looked 

through the different pictures and settled on the pumpkin, zucchini, and watermelon 

seeds. We gathered some dirt from outside and filled the small containers where we 

would plant the seeds. Then, Owen quickly started pulling seeds from his bowl and 

placing them randomly throughout the various individual planters. I did my best to 

keep up with his chaotic work by ‘correctly’ placing the different seeds in different 

sections so that we easily could tell which plant was which once they started 

growing. As fast as my hands were, they were not quick enough to keep up with his 

and it didn’t take long before I became frustrated about the seeds being everywhere 

and there being no organization to how he planted them.  

 I took a deep breath through my frustration. Owen could tell I was 

beginning to get upset and he looked up at me and said “I’m sorry daddy.” Then my 

heart sank about 6 inches in my chest and I tried to capture the moment of watching 

his precious smile and dirt covered hands as he looked up at me. As I slowed down 

and sat in that moment, I realized that it didn’t really matter to me if all the 

pumpkin plants would be growing on one side and all the watermelon plants were 

on the other. What mattered most to me was watching this 2-year-old learn the joy 

of planting a seed, covering it with soil, and then of course his favorite part, 

watering the dirt and making mud. As a smile came across my face, I realized what 

was once a scrambled mess in my mind was now a beautiful mystery waiting to 

unfold with the coming spring.  

 We often times like to have some order in our lives. It probably took some 

of us quite a bit of time to find some order during this time of physical distancing; 

some might still be trying to find it. However, the truth of it, is that life, although it 

has its seasons which tend to repeat over and over again, really is a messy bed of 

soil with random seeds sprouting here and there as time goes by. The wonderful 

part is that God is present in the predictable order but God is also present in the 

beautiful messy mystery. Hold on to the hope that Christ is with us through it all.   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Greg 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 

9:30am – Worship  

     (Online) 

10:30am – Online Fellowship Time  

     (Online - Zoom) 

  

4 5 

 

 

6 7 

 

1 2 

8 

Zoom Youth Night  

(7-12) 7:00pm 

9 

10 

9:30am – Worship 

       (Online) 

10:30am – Online Fellowship Time  

     (Online - Zoom) 

11 

 

12 

 

Joint Board 

Meeting 

7:00pm 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

Zoom Youth Night  

(7-12) 7:00pm 

17 

9:30am – Contemporary Worship 

     (Online) 

10:30am – Online Fellowship Time  

     (Online - Zoom) 

 

 

18 

 

18 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

9:30am – Contemporary Worship 

     (Online) 

10:30am – Online Fellowship Time  

     (Online - Zoom) 

      

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 29 30 

31 

9:30am – Contemporary Worship 

     (Online) 

10:30am – Online Fellowship Time  

     (Online - Zoom) 
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Board of Elders   Board of Trustees           Cemetery Board 

            Pastor Greg Behrend – Chair         Mark Stephan - Chair     Scott Decker 

              Steve Pasche  - Vice Chair  Dale Krage – Vice Chair/Secretary         Ken Krage 

  Jenny Brummer - Secretary                Rick Kreidermacher    Glenn Schumacher 

      Wendy Sue Murphy                Scott Decker                      Roger Schumacher 

  Steve Krage            Mike Lovlien (Temporarily Appointed by the Board) 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 3 Board Topics 
In our efforts to share with the congregation some of the current topics of our church 

leadership, the joint board shares with you these top 3 topics currently being addressed.  

1. COVID-19 Update – The Joint Board continues to monitor the local and national 

COVID-19 concerns and listening to the direction from our church and governmental 

leaders. As of April 30th, all in-person church events and activities are cancelled for as 

long as a state stay-at-home order is in effect. All online worship services will be 

available online at oursaviorsmoravian.org  

2. Board of Trustees Vacancy – There is a current opening on our Board of Trustees for 

a two-year term. We are hoping to have a church council meeting as soon as possible 

to fill this roll permentaly by an election.  

3. Families in Worship Committee – Our “Families in Worship Committee” will begin 

there work this month to make recommendations to the Joint Board about what 

updates/changes/etc might be needed to improve our mothers’ room and overall 

worship space to be more hospitable to families with children. If you are interested in 

being part of this committee please speak with Jenny Brummer.  

 

  The Purpose of this Church shall be to glorify God in adoration, Love and service      

  as God’s missionary to our community, our nation, and our world, bearing witness 

to God’s redeeming grace in Jesus Christ. 

 

2020 Congregational Watchword: 
JESUS SAID, "I HAVE PRAYER FOR YOU THAT YOUR OWN FAITH MAY NOT FAIL." LUKE 22:32 

Thank You! 

Thank you to Pastor Greg for providing out services online each week.  

Thank you all who have been helping to make masks in our local community. 

Thank you to all who have made donations and signed-up for our COVID-19 community 

response mission efforts. 

Thank you to Rick Kreidermacher for installing our new narthex ceiling! 

 

https://www.oursaviorsmoravian.org/worship.html


Life of the Congregation  
May Birthdays:      May Anniversaries: 

Addelyn Hilke 5/2  Haley Brosig 5/3    Gib & Sharon Decker 5/1 

Mindy Decker 5/3  Gib Decker 5/5    Glen & Helen Schumacher 5/15  

Diedre Rahn 5/5   Mason Merchlewitz 5/10   Roger & Jodi Schumacher 5/15 

Steve Pasche 5/11   Kathy Brosig 5/12     Greg & Amy Behrend 5/22 

Kaden Koetter 5/13  Amiah Behrend 5/19 

Lisa Stephan 5/29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-Opening Our Church Plan 

Our Joint Board has been meeting regularly to discuss the 

current health crisis facing our local community and world. 

Above all, we want to make sure we are doing everything we 

can to keep people in our community safe. Our current 

plan of action is to continue to cancel all church activities 

and events while Minnesota is under a stay-at-home order. 

Throughout that time (however long that may be) we will 

continue to offer worship services and other fellowship 

opportunities online and continue to work on projects 

within our church building and property.  

Once the stay-at-home order has ended (whenever that 

may be) we will begin planning to reopen our church 

building for worship services taking precautions to help 

maintain physical distancing. Our hope is that by the 3rd 

Sunday after the stay-at-home order has been lifted, we will 

plan to have worship in our building while continuing to 

share an online service for those who wish to remain at 

home. So, for example, if the stay at home order is lifted on 

Monday May 18th we would hope and plan to have worship 

here in our church building on Sunday June 7th. 

The reason we decided on the 3rd Sunday after the order is 

lifted, is that this gives our pastor, leaders, and our 

community time to plan and prepare for gathering for 

worship again. We want to be able to set up our space and 

provide personal protective equipment as much as possible 

once we are worshipping in person. Above all, we want to 

lean on the side of caution and we encourage all members 

to use their own discretion to determine when they feel it is 

safe for them to return to worshiping in person again.  

Given the fluidity of this situation, the Joint Board will 

continue to monitor this plan as projections become 

clearer. It is possible that the Joint Board may make 

modifications to this plan as it unfolds but for now, this is 

what we have to offer to our members and friends. If you 

have questions or concerns, we encourage you to call the 

church office or speak with a member of the Joint Board.  

 

Church Council Meeting  

Board of Trustee Vacancy 

Date - TBD 

Our Board of Trustees has been 

continuing to work throughout this 

time of physical distancing. They are 

focused on making sure we remain 

financially stable as a congregation 

and working to tackle some building 

projects while the building is empty.  

The Board currently has a vacancy 

for a two-year term. We had hoped to 

elect someone to fill that roll back in 

March; however, we have not been 

able to have a church council 

meeting to hold that election. As a 

temporary measure during this state 

of emergency called by Gov. Walz, 

and to help the Board be aided in 

their efforts, the Board of Trustees 

decided it would be helpful to 

temporarily fill that vacant position 

with an appointed person until we 

are able to convene the Church 

Council for the election. 

The Board appointed Mike Lovlien to 

temporarily fill this vacancy during 

this time of physical distancing. 

Thank you, Mike, for your 

willingness to serve our congregation!  

Please understand this is an unusual 

time we find ourselves in and the 

Board of Trustees, in their efforts, is 

doing everything they can to help us 

be thoughtful and working forward 

throughout this time. Having all 5 

board positions filled makes a big 

difference. Thank you. 
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Online Youth Night  
 7th-12th Grade (7:00pm) 

Friday May 8th  

Saturday May 16th  

 

Sunday School has been cancelled 

for the remainder of the school year  
 

Sunday School 

Superintendent  
Jodi Schumacher will be stepping down 

from her role as Sunday School 

Superintendent at the end of the school 

year. We are looking for someone who 

would be willing to take on this role 

starting the fall of 2020.  

Thank you, Jodi, for your many years of 

faithful service. 

Western District Synod 

Postponed to November  
This fall our congregation will be sending 

Pastor Greg and Cheryl Lovlien to 

represent our congregation at the Western 

District Synod gathering at Mt. Morris 

Camp and Retreat Center.   

Camp Sunday, Potluck and Auction 

Fundraiser 

Postponed – Date TBD 

All are invited and encouraged to attend our special 

Camp Sunday worship service being led by our 

Youth. We hope to have this service soon.  

2020 Summer Church Camps 
4M – Complete 1

st

 & 2
nd

 Grade (August 4-6) 

Junior Camp – Completed 3
rd

-5
th

 Grade (August 2-6) 

MINDYY – Completed 2
nd

-5
th

 Grade (Cancelled) 

Winmor – Completed 6
th

-8
th

 Grade (July 26- August 1) 

Chetek – Completed 9
th

 Grade – Age 21 (July 19-25) 

*check out oursaviorsmoravian.org to register* 

Online Fellowship Time 

After Each Online Sunday Worship Service - On ZOOM 

All members and friends are invited to join us for 

a time of fellowship at 10:30am each Sunday 

Morning for as long as our online worship services 

continue. We hope that this time will give folks a 

chance to check in with one another and enjoy 

some fellowship. Download the ZOOM app on 

your computer or device to join us! 

Confirmation Sunday 

Postponed – Date TBD 

Our confirmation Sunday which was scheduled for 

Palm Sunday will be postponed to a later date yet 

to be determined. Please hold our confirmands 

Garrett Hilke and Carly Brummer in prayer as 

they are now forced to postpone their profession of 

faith before our congregation. 

Crafters Ministry 

Our crafters group is continuing their work at home. 

They have now shifted their focus towards making face 

masks for our local hospital and local residence. If you 

are interested in helping with this effort or if you would 

like to contribute material (cloth/elastic) or monetary 

donations, please speak with  

Julie Johnson 507.796-0139  

New Narthex Ceiling 
Thank you to Rick Kreidermacher and our 

Board of Trustees for getting our new narthex 

ceiling installed! 

 

 

 

https://zoom.us/support/download


Mission Outreach 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities to Give 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Online Giving 

Be sure to use our online giving as you feel led by either giving from our church website or 

download the GivePlus+ app and search for Our Savior’s Moravian Church 

 

Roof Fund   

Our church roof is a large project that is on 

our horizon. We are looking to replace the 

current shingles within the next few years 

and to help us prepare for this project the 

Board of Trustees has set a goal to start a 

roof fund that will grow to $50,000 by 

December 31st, 2020!  

Conversation Café  
Postponed Until Summer

 

 

We are continuing to plan and discern when 

we will be able to have another Conversation 

Café Meal. We hope to be able to offer this 

ministry again this summer. 

If you are interested in being part of this 

ministry outreach in the future please speak 

to Angela Decker or Amy Behrend 

Camp Fund   

Members and friends our encouraged to give 

to our camp fund. Each summer we take 

pride in sending many of our children and 

youth to camp by offering camp 

scholarships. It costs $300 to send someone 

to camp for a full week!  

Every dollar makes a difference! 

Tricklebee Cafe 

While our immediate future across the 

country remains uncertain, our Mission 

Committee is still planning to have a group go 

and serve at Tricklebee Café whenever it is 

clear that we are able to do so safely.  

 

Stay tuned for more information! 

 


