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Waiting for New Life
New life is bursting forth! Spring is here and the trees and flowers are in full
bloom. It truly is a beautiful time of the year. As we take off our winter jackets and
begin to venture back out into the beautiful creation of nature around us, we may
even be blessed to see other signs of new life coming into the world. I remember as
a child waiting eagerly in the spring for the mother deer and her fawns to start
appearing in the back yard of my childhood home.
Yes, there is something about newness that brings a fresh breath of air into
our lives. It doesn’t necessarily mean we are starting our lives over, but there is
certainly a separation that breaks apart what was and what is now.
I cannot help but think of the newness that my family is waiting to come into
the world soon. As we eagerly wait for our baby girl to join us, we have been
preparing both the physical space around us, but also the immeasurable space within
us. Life as we’ve known it is about to change once again. As we turn the page into a
new chapter with both excitement and anxiety, I find that I turn the page with faith,
knowing that with all of life one thing remains unchanged, the one who journeys
with us in our Lord and Savior.
Easter certainly brings the idea of new life to our hearts. This season is about
remembering the beauty that is promised after we have lived out our lives faithfully
on this earth. On Sunday mornings we will hear stories of Jesus’ interactions with
the disciples after he rose from the dead and we are reminded that the charge he
gave us is still ongoing. We cannot sit and stay in the wonders of what is to come.
We cannot lose sight of following Jesus in our daily life today. We must always be
ready to step out and share Christ’s story with the world.
With each new birth and each new blossom there is an opportunity to share
the joy of the Lord with a new life. Let us proclaim aloud so the whole earth may
hear, “The Lord is Risen! The Lord is Risen indeed!”
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Greg
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The Purpose of this Church shall be to glorify God in adoration, Love and service
as God’s missionary to our community, our nation, and our world, bearing witness
to God’s redeeming grace in Jesus Christ.
2019 Congregational Watchword:
Jesus said to him a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, “do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

John 21:17

************************************************************************
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

Pastor Greg Behrend – Chair
Brenda Sing – Vice Chair
Steve Pasche – Secretary
Steve Krage
Wendy Sue Murphy

Mike Lovlien – Chair
Mark Stephan – Vice Chair
Dale Krage – Secretary
Ron Merchlewitz
Toby Brummer

May Birthdays:
Addelyn Hilke 5/2
Haley Brosig 5/3
Mindy Decker 5/3
Gib Decker 5/5
Diedre Rahn 5/5
Mason Merchlewitz 5/10
Steve Pasche 5/11
Kathy Brosig 5/12
Kaden Koetter 5/13
Augusta Verthein 5/19
Krista Kreidermacher 5/28
Avery Kreidermacher 5/28
Lisa Stephan 5/29

Cemetery Board
Scott Decker
Ken Krage
Glenn Schumacher
Roger Schumacher

May Anniversaries:
Gib & Sharon Decker 5/1
Glen & Helen Schumacher 5/15
Roger & Jodi Schumacher 5/15
Greg & Amy Behrend 5/22

*We are working to update our church records. If your birthday or anniversary was not listed in the
newsletter please let Pastor Greg know so that we can add your information to our database

Thank You!
Thank you to our Easter Band for playing at our Easter Sunrise Service
Thank you to everyone who helped with our soup suppers during our
Wednesday evening Lent services.
Thank you to Mark Stephan for clearing our church septic line that was
clogged at the beginning of the month

Life of the Congregation
Top 3 Board Topics
In our efforts to share with the congregation some of the current topics of our church
leadership, the joint board shares with you these top 3 topics currently being addressed.
1. Electronic Giving – Beginning this summer we will be offering electronic giving
options to those wishing to make offering and contributions to our congregation. Three
ways to utilize this service will be from our church website, by downloading the give+
app on your mobile device or by swiping a credit/debit card here at the church.
2. Mission Committee – With a goal to place an emphasis on mission outreach, our
congregation is putting together a mission committee that will help us find and create
some missional opportunities to serve our local area and beyond. If you are interested
in serving on the mission committee let us know!
3. Refrigerator Replacements – Our Board of Trustees has agreed to replace both the
parsonage refrigerator and large refrigerator in the church kitchen. Both current
appliances are older and showing signs of age in both appearance and function.

Baptism of Porter VanLoon

Moravian Music Sunday

May 5th

May 19th

Join us Sunday May 5th for the baptism of
Porter Lee VanLoon! We rejoice with the
VanLoon family on the arrival of their new
bundle of joy and celebrate with them as we
welcome Porter into our family of faith.

Join us Sunday May 19th for a special
Sunday service highlighting favorite
hymns and music that has stood the test
of time. We will be singing many of our
old and favorite hymns throughout this
music filled worship service.

Pastor Greg – Family Leave Time
Pastor Greg and his family plan to welcome a new
baby girl into the world this month. While we
cannot plan perfectly when this will happen, Greg
will be taking some time off to be with his family
with the approval and support of the Board of
Elders. It is not entirely clear how much time will be
taken off or when as this depends on when the baby
is born, but please plan for him to be gone
somewhere around 2-4 weeks after the baby is born
pending the needs of his family.
We thank you for your understanding and grace
during this precious time for the Behrend family’s.
Greg will be available in the case of pastoral
emergencies. During his time away we welcome
Barry Lehman and District President Bruce Nelson
who will join us by leading worship.

Yoga Class

Crafting Ministry

Thursday Nights – 6:30pm

Saturday May 18th
9:00am-12:00pm

All are welcome to join us on Thursday nights
for a beginner’s level yoga class. We meet in the
Sunday School section of the church and work
together to improve our body, mind and spirit!

Our crafting group is open to anyone who is
interested in crafting. Our current project is
making fleece pieced scarfs.

Fellowship
Moravians at the Twin City Trumpet Ensemble Concert
Saturday, May 18, 2019 – 12:00pm – Zumbro Lutheran Church Rochester, MN
All are welcome to attend a free musical concert by the Twin City Trumpet Ensemble at the
Zumbro Lutheran Church, 624 3rd Ave SW, Rochester, MN 55902.
This concert is free and open to the public.

Youth
Vacation Bible School

Youth Night at Berea

August 16-17 at Berea Moravian

Saturday May 18th

1st-6th Grade 3:30p Fri – Noon Sat.
*Ages 4-5 Friday Only 3:30-6:30pm*

“Totally Hooked”
Join us for an overnight VBS experience!
Berea and Our Savior’s Moravian churches
are joining together for a fun filled VBS
experience for our children! This year’s
theme will help us explore our call to be
disciples of Jesus!
*Online registration will be available soon*

K-6th Grade (5:00-7:00pm)
7th – 12th Grade (6:00-8:00pm)
All are welcome. Bring a Friend!

Sunday School
Our last day of Sunday School for the
school year is Sunday May 19th

Opportunities to Give
Roof Fund
Our church roof is a large project that is on our horizon. We are looking to replace the current
shingles within the next few years and to help us prepare for this project the Board of Trustees
has set a goal to start a roof fund that will grow to $50,000 by December 31st, 2020!
Starting in December of this year we are encouraging members to give towards the roof fund to
help us work towards that goal.

Camp Fund
A new year means another summer of Church Camp is on the horizon! Last year, our
congregation sent 9 campers and 4 staff members to the various Church camps! We would like
to make that number even bigger! Please consider donating to our camp fund and help send
someone to camp!
Chetek/Winmor = $290 per person ~~ Jr Camp/MINDDY = $200 per person ~~ 4M = $135 per person

2019 Summer Church Camps
Register on our Church Website
oursaviorsmoravian.org

