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Behind a Pile of Snow
As I look out my office window, I see a pile of snow so tall that is has fully
engulfed the small tree, which like many of us, is desperately waiting for spring to
come. The first few days seeing this gigantic pile of snow really left me astounded
by just how much we have endured here in southern Minnesota this past month of
winter. In some ways the pile of snow is daunting as I look at it. The weight of the
pile, the heights that it has reached, and thinking about all the work that has gone
into pushing, shoveling, and snow blowing all the snow off the walkway, parking
lot, and church roof that now has made this grand pile of snow.
As I sit here this morning however, I find myself wishing the pile simply
didn’t block my view. I can no longer see the parking lot and I can’t see when
people are approaching the church doors. It seems to be the same story for many of
us here in Altura. The snowbanks have created new challenges for drivers trying to
see safely around them before pulling out onto the road. They have made walking
down the sidewalk feel like you’re walking through some sort of ice cave with walls
so tall you can’t even see the cars going by on the other side of it. All of this over
the past few weeks has helped me realized just how much I don’t like it when I
can’t see what’s coming, or what’s around the corner.
This week marks the beginning of our Lenten journey. Once again, we will
gather to receive the ashes and be reminded of our immortality. We will take time
more often than just Sunday morning to be reminded of the path that Jesus walked
as he began his journey to Jerusalem. We have a sense of what the journey will look
like and feel like because we’ve walked a similar path before; but like all of life,
tomorrow is a new day. We don’t know exactly what this Lenten journey will hold
for us personally. Have you taken some time to stop and prepare yourself for the
journey ahead? Have you taken that moment of silence to think about where you are
in your life and asked God to help you see more clearly what it is that you need to
do to care for yourself, your family, your neighbor?
This is important and precious time that we cannot afford to overlook. So,
take time after you read this to be still, and to listen and to know that God is near.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Greg
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Sunday
3
8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Worship

Monday
4

5:00pm – Confirmation
10
8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Worship
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17
8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Worship

18

24
8:30am – Sunday School
8:45am – Gathering Practice
9:30am – Contemporary
Worship led by
The Gathering

25

5:00pm – Confirmation

Wednesday
7

Red Cross
Blood Drive
1:00-7:00pm

6
Ash Wednesday Service
7:00pm
Choir Practice
7:45pm
13

14

5

12
Joint Board
Meeting
7:00pm

5:00pm – Confirmation
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8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Worship

Tuesday

Mid-Week Lenten
Soup Supper – 6:30pm
Worship – 7:00pm
Choir Practice
7:35pm

19
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Mid-Week Lenten
Soup Supper – 6:30pm
Worship – 7:00pm
Choir Practice
7:35pm
27
Mid-Week Lenten
Soup Supper – 6:30pm
Worship – 7:00pm
Choir Practice
7:35pm

Thursday

Yoga – 6:30pm

Friday

Saturday

1

2

8

9

15

16
Crafting Ministry
9:00am-Noon

Yoga – 6:30pm

21

22

23

29

30

Yoga – 6:30pm

28

Yoga – 6:30pm

Youth Night at Berea
K-6th Grade (5-7pm)
7th-12th Grade (6-8pm)

The Purpose of this Church shall be to glorify God in adoration, Love and service
as God’s missionary to our community, our nation, and our world, bearing witness
to God’s redeeming grace in Jesus Christ.
2019 Congregational Watchword:
Jesus said to him a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, “do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

John 21:17

************************************************************************
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

Cemetery Board

Pastor Greg Behrend – Chair
Brenda Sing – Vice Chair
Steve Pasche - Secretary
Steve Krage
Wendy Sue Murphy

Mike Lovlien – Chair
Dale Krage - Secretary
Ron Merchlewitz
Mark Stephan
Toby Brummer

Scott Decker
Ken Krage
Glenn Schumacher
Roger Schumacher

March Birthdays:
Joann Schwager 3/1
Jenny Brummer 3/9
Charlie Heniz 3/10
Betty Gatzlaff 3/20
Ron Merchlewitz 3/22

Will Heinz 3/7
Jessica Merchelwitz 3/9
Kris Anderson 3/16
Levi Kreidermacher 3/20
Calvin VanLoon 3/30

*We are working to update our church records. If your birthday or anniversary was not listed in the
newsletter please let Pastor Greg know so that we can add your information to our database

Thank You!
Thank you to the Brosig Family for providing our Youth Night meal!
Thank you to Steve Pasche and our church band for providing special music
during worship in February 10th!
Thank you to Tim Murphy, Mark Stephan, Rick Kreidermacher and the many
others who have helped to keep our sidewalks and church roof clear or snow!

Life of the Congregation
Top 3 Board Topics
In our efforts to share with the congregation some of the current topics of our church
leadership, the joint board shares with you these top 3 topics currently being addressed.
1. Fellowship Hall Remodel Committee– The Board of Trustees is still looking for folks
who would like to serve on the Fellowship Hall Remodel Committee. This group will be
looking at our fellowship and help us determine what changes we might need to make.
The biggest item we are currently considering if changing the flooring to include a more
durable and cleaning friendly surface where we typically serve food for meals and
events. Please contact a member of the trustees if you are interested in the committee.
2. Online Giving – Of the 25-survey response we received, 16 individuals said they would
use online giving if it were available. Due to these responses, the joint board will be
looking into options for providing online giving and we will have further discussion as a
congregation at our upcoming church council meeting.
3. Unity Prayer Offering (March 3) – Each year on the Sunday closest Sunday to March
1st (anniversary of the Moravian Church), Moravian congregations from around the
world give to the Unity Offering. This year, the unity offering will be designated to the
Assan Province of India where the Moravian mission continues to grow. Our Joint
Board has agreed that this is a worthy cause and has decided to match (up to $500) of
all the loose and directed offerings giving for the unity offering on Sunday March 3rd

Ash Wednesday Service

Crafting Ministry

March 6 at 7:00pm

Saturday March16th
9:00am-12:00pm
Our crafting group is open to anyone who
is interested in crafting. Our current
project is making fleece pieced scarfs.

Easter Lilies

Yoga Class
Thursday Nights – 6:30pm
All are welcome to join us on Thursday nights
for a beginner’s level yoga class. We meet in the
Sunday School section of the church and work
together to improve our body, mind and spirit!

We will have Easter Lily order forms
available during the month of March for
individuals or families to purchase a lily in
honor or in memory of someone.

Fellowship
Forks & Fellowship – A Home Supper Club Ministry
Forks & Fellowship is a new opportunity to serve other families and friends from our congregation by
providing a meal, as well as a time of fellowship and companionship. Each month a handful of different
families from the congregation will sign up to host one meal at their home. Then, other families or
individuals from the congregation can sign up to be a guest with a host family that is offering a meal
during a day/time that works well for the guest family to attend. On the night that you have signed up
for, you will gather together as either the host or guest and enjoy a night of food, fellowship, and
togetherness. This is a ministry of getting to know your neighbor and strengthening the Christian bonds
as members of Christ’s Church.
If you would like to be a host
family in the month of March
or April please let Pastor Greg
know a date and time for your
meal as well as how many guests
you can accommodate or sign up
on the church website!

Youth
Sunday School Volunteers

Youth Night at Berea

Do you enjoy working with children but
can’t commit to be a year-round Sunday
school teacher? Then welcome to our
single Sunday sign-up. We are looking for
volunteers who would be willing to help
lead 10 minute stations periodically
throughout the school year. Pick a Sunday
that works for you and lead one of the four
stations that week!

Saturday March 30th
K-6th Grade (5:00-7:00pm)
7th – 12th Grade (6:00-8:00pm)
All are welcome. Bring a Friend!

If you are willing to serve as a Sunday
School volunteer sign up on our church
website or speak with Jodi Schumacher 507.313.4451
Sunday School Stations (10 minutes each):

Music Time --- Lesson of the Day --Game/Activity Time --- Crafting Corner

Music Ministry
Choir

“The Gathering”

The choir will be singing during our
Lenten & Easter season. We would invite
all to consider attending a Wednesday
night practice to try it out!

The Gathering is our new musical group that
helps lead our music during contemporary
worship services. We are looking for anyone who
would like to learn guitar or ukulele to come and
join us! We also would welcome other
instruments and anyone who would like to sing
with the group to join us for Wednesday evening
practices. Our next contemporary service will be
Sunday March 24th!

Easter Band
Our Easter Band will begin practicing for our
Easter Sunrise Service in April. All instruments
are welcome to join us.
Stay tuned for practice dates and times!

Opportunities to Give
Roof Fund
Our church roof is a large project that is on our horizon. We are looking to replace the current
shingles within the next few years and to help us prepare for this project the Board of Trustees
has set a goal to start a roof fund that will grow to $50,000 by December 31st, 2020!
Starting in December of this year we are encouraging members to give towards the roof fund to
help us work towards that goal.

Camp Fund
A new year means another summer of Church Camp is on the horizon! Last year, our
congregation sent 9 campers and 4 staff members to the various Church camps! We would like
to make that number even bigger! Please consider donating to our camp fund and help send
someone to camp!
Chetek/Winmor = $290 per person ~~ Jr Camp/MINDDY = $200 per person ~~ 4M = $135 per person

Unity Prayer Day Offering ~ Assan Province of India
Sunday March 3rd
The Moravian Church in South Asia is made up of growing communities across India and
Nepal, energetic and excited to see the spread of the Good News – from remote rural villages to
major cities. In Assam, the work is based in Binnakandi with work continuing to develop in
Latingkhal and Haflong. The Haflong community originally built a bamboo church to meet in;
however, that building has started to subside down the hillside. Over the last five years, the
Church in Binnakandi has helped the Haflong church raise funds to buy a new plot of land.
The 2019 Unity Prayer Day offering will be designated to the building of a permanent Church
and facilities that will enable the Haflong congregation to focus on their mission to reach out
and provide education to enrich the community through their faith in Christ.

