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Sacred Spaces
Do you have a place that is especially meaningful for you? It might be a
place you’ve only been to once in your lifetime. It might be a place you visit often.
I’m talking about a place that takes you away from the rest of the world. A place
filled with serenity. A place where you go, either literally or in your mind, when
you need to step away to process things, to be away from others, to talk with God.
I have several places that I would call ‘sacred spaces.’ One of those places is
Little Lake on the northern edge of Mt Morris Camp and Retreat Center. I’ve sat on
the shores of Little Lake ever since I was a little boy. I remember catching fish with
my dad when I was young and I remember taking hikes around the lake when I was
a teenager; but now days, I find myself simply wanting to escape to this place of
tranquility just to be away. To be honest, there isn’t anything incredibly
breathtaking about Little Lake. To most who visit, it might simply be a nice place to
pause to look at the water and then move on. But to me, this is a sacred space.
Most of my visits to Little Lake this time of the year are when I’m alone. I
had the chance to visit during my most recent clergy retreat. I put on my snowshoes
and walked the quiet trails of the campground, past the creek, over the hill and out
to the frozen shoreline. I like to walk out to the center of the lake when it is frozen
over in winter which is what I did on my most recent visit. I got out to the middle of
the lake and I just laid down in the snow and looked up at the sky. It had been a
long time since I just laid down in nature and just held myself still. This was
something I did a lot more when I was a child; however, there is something
refreshing about it even as an adult. The cold snow was like a cold mattress formed
around me and I held on to the stillness of the moment.
It wasn’t much, but in that brief moment of just laying down to rest in a
sacred space, I felt myself refreshed: body, mind and soul. It was as if I could feel
my Creator breathing new life into me all over again. So, when you can, take the
time to step away, lay down in an unusual place and fill your cup.
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Greg
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Mid-Winter
Retreat
Jan 31-Feb 2
(9th Grade – 21)
2
8:30am – Sunday School (Craft
and Game Sunday)
9:30am – Worship
*Conversation Café Committee
Meeting after worship

3

9
8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Worship – Guest
Preacher Greg Smith

10

4

5

6

Worship Planning
Team Meeting
7:00pm

Gathering Practice
6:15pm
Choir Practice
7:00pm

11

12

Yoga
6:30pm

13

16
8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Contemporary Worship

17

23
8:30am - Sunday School
8:45am – Confirmands and
Mentors Meet
9:30am – Worship
Holy Communion
Confirmation Class - 5:00pm

24

18

19

26

Ash Wednesday
7:00pm
Choir Practice
7:45pm

Young Adult
Retreat
(Feb 7-9)
14

20

Choir Practice
7:00pm

25

8

15

Yoga
6:30pm

Gathering Practice
6:15pm
Joint Board
7:00pm

Confirmation Class - 5:00pm

7

Crafters Ministry
9:00am-Noon

21
Yoga
6:30pm

27

Men’s Retreat
(Feb 21-23)

28
Yoga
6:30pm

22

29 *Conversation Café
(tentative date)
8:00am-11:00am
Youth Night & Lock-in
at OSMC
K-6th 5:00-7:00pm
7th-12th 6:00pm-Sun AM

The Purpose of this Church shall be to glorify God in adoration, Love and service
as God’s missionary to our community, our nation, and our world, bearing witness
to God’s redeeming grace in Jesus Christ.
2020 Congregational Watchword:
JESUS SAID, "I HAVE PRAYER FOR YOU THAT YOUR OWN FAITH MAY NOT FAIL." LUKE 22:32

************************************************************************
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

Cemetery Board

Pastor Greg Behrend – Chair
Wendy Sue Murphy
Steve Pasche
Steve Krage
Jenny Brummer

Mark Stephan
Dale Krage
Ron Merchlewitz
Scott Decker
Rick Kreidermacher

Scott Decker
Ken Krage
Glenn Schumacher
Roger Schumacher

Top 3 Board Topics
In our efforts to share with the congregation some of the current topics of our church
leadership, the joint board shares with you these top 3 topics currently being addressed.

1. Church Elections – Our Boards are excited to add Jenny Brummer, Scott Decker and
Rick Kreidermacher to our Board of Elders and Board of Trustees.
2. Children in Worship Committee – The Board of Elders has decided at this time not to
pursue installing a permanent PlayGround in the sanctuary; however, because this
experiment has brought up some thoughts and ideas about creating a more welcoming
environment for our children, the Board has agreed to form a “Children in Worship
Committee.” The goal of this group is to make recommendations to the Joint Board
about what updates/changes/etc might be needed to improve our mothers’ room and
overall worship space to be more hospitable to families. It is the hope of the board that
several parents might join this committee to offer insight into needs their families have.
3. Church Roof Committee – As we move into 2020 the Board of Trustees are turning
their attention to our next big capital project which is our church roof. The Board is
looking for volunteers who might be interested in serving on this committee helping to
plan and prepare for this upcoming project.

Thank You!
Thank you to the Mission Committee and all the volunteers who helped launch our first
Conversation Café meal!
Thank you to all the men & women who helped lead our worship service for Men’s Sunday!
Thank you to all our ministry leaders who provided annual reports on our various ministries!
Thank you to Mark Stephan for many evenings of helping with snow removal around the
church and parsonage

Life of the Congregation
February Birthdays:
Gregory Brosig 2/1
Susan Schwager 2/2
Peyton Schumacher 2/5
Mark Olson 2/7
Tyler Verthein 2/11
Trysten Verthein 2/12
Bill Koetter 2/16
Bruce Hilke 2/18
Carter Brummer 2/19
Ben Verthein 2/19
Glenn Schumacher 2/26
Laura Ihrke 2/28

Church Council 2020 Review

Yoga Class
Thursday Nights – 6:30pm
All are welcome to join us on Thursday
nights for a beginners level yoga class.
We meet in the Sunday School section
of the church and work together to
improve our body, mind and spirit!

Thank you to all who were able to be present for our
Annual Church Council Meeting. Here are the results
from our church elections.
Board of Elders – Jenny Brummer
Board of Trustees – Scott Decker
Board of Trustees – Rick Kreidermacher
Cemetery Board – Roger Schumacher
WD Synod Delegate – Cheryl Lovlien
WD Synod Delegate Alternate – Steve Krage

Worship Planning Team Meeting
February 4th – 7:00pm
All are welcome to join the Worship Planning Team as
they sit down to begin planning our worship services
throughout Lent and our springtime season.

Sunday School Superintendent

Crafters Ministry

Jodi Schumacher will be stepping down from her role as
Sunday School Superintendent at the end of the school
year. We are looking for someone who would be willing to
take on this role starting the fall of 2020.

February 15th 9am-Noon

Thank you Jodi for your many years of faithful service.

Men’s Retreat
February 21-23
All men are welcome to
attend the annual Men’s
Retreat at Mt Morris Camp
and Retreat Center.
Registration information is
available at church or on
our church website.

Ash Wednesday
Service
February 26th at 7:00pm

All are welcome to join our crafters
group as they continue their work
in serving those in need through
their crafts.

Young Adult Retreat
February 7-9th
All young adults between the ages
of 18-30(ish) are welcome to
attend the Young Adult Retreat at
Mt Morris Camp & Retreat Center
Register on our church website.

Western District
Synod
April 23-26
Our Savior’s Moravian Church
Monday March 2nd (1:00pm-7:00pm)

Sunday February 9th
On Sunday February 9th we welcome Greg Smith
from Northfield, MN who will be leading our
worship service while Pastor Greg is away leading
worship at the Young Adult Retreat. Greg Smith is
a regular worship leader at the Main Street
Moravian Church in Northfield, MN.

This spring our congregation will
be sending Pastor Greg and Cheryl
Lovlien to represent our
congregation at the Western
District Synod gathering at Mt.
Morris Camp and Retreat Center.

Caring Cards Ministry
In the back of the sanctuary there is a box
of cards that are available for members to
take and use to send a caring note to
someone in need of a word of
encouragement. Please take a card and
help share kindness!

Mission Outreach
Conversation Café
*Saturday February 29th
(Date is Tentative)
We are getting ready for our second
Conversation Café Meal. This ministry is a
free Saturday breakfast for people in our
community to gather together.
If you are interested in being part of this
ministry outreach please speak to Angela
Decker or Amy Behrend

Moravian Open Door Breakfast Program
Moravian Open Door (MOD) is an ongoing ministry of
the Moravian Church Northern Province in New York
City. The ministry provides housing, food, and helps
individuals find employment. Since 2013, MOD has
provided breakfasts to those they serve. It costs $2.95 to
provide this meal for each person. During Lent, our
congregation will be collecting monetary donations that
will help MOD continue to provide these breakfast meals!
So give up that extra cup of coffee and instead feed and
hungry brother or sister!

Collecting Baby/Medical Supplies for
Ahus Clinic in Honduras
Kathy and Mark Brosig will be joining a
Moravian Mission Team headed to Ahus Clinic
in February 12th. They are collecting the
following supplies to take with them. All
supplies must be at the church by Feb 9th.
Baby Supplies
Onsies – size small
Baby booties or socks
Cloth Diapers
Diaper pins with plastic caps
Baby toys
Baby caps
Medical Supplies
Aspirin
Acetaminophen
Tylenol
Cold Medicines
Dramamine
Patient Exam Gloves
Multi-Vitamins (adults and pediatrics)
Stethoscopes, blood pressure cuffs, 4X4 Gauze pads
Syringes/ Thermometers
Monetary donations to purchase items locally

March Food and Personal Care Items Collection
During the month of March, our congregation will be collecting non-perishable foods and
personal care items for our local resource centers. Please bring in any of the following items:
▪

Low sodium canned vegetables, beans and soups

▪

Whole grain pasta

▪

Low sugar breakfast cereals and oatmeal

▪

Canola and olive oils

▪

Fruit and juices with 100% fruit juice

▪

Non-perishable protein – canned tuna, chicken, salmon, peanut butter and beans

▪

Paper products: toilet paper, paper towels and napkins

▪

Dental care: toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, mouthwash

▪

Personal care: shampoo, conditioner, soap (bottled or bars of soap)

Opportunities to Give
Online Giving
Be sure to use our online giving as you feel led by either giving from our church website or
download the GivePlus+ app and search for Our Savior’s Moravian Church

Roof Fund

Camp Fund

Our church roof is a large project that is on
our horizon. We are looking to replace the
current shingles within the next few years
and to help us prepare for this project the
Board of Trustees has set a goal to start a
roof fund that will grow to $50,000 by
December 31st, 2020!

Members and friends our encouraged to give
to our camp fund. Each summer we take
pride in sending many of our children to
camp by offering camp scholarships. It costs
$290 to send a youth to camp for a full
week! Every dollar makes a difference!

Music
Vocal Choir

The Gathering

All are welcome to come and join the choir.
We practice Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm
or after our Wednesday Evening Services.

All are welcome to come and join the
Gathering. We practice Wednesday evenings
twice a month starting February 5th

Youth
Sunday School each Sunday
Preschool – Kindergarten
1st Grade – 6th Grade
7th Grade – 12th Grade

Youth Night & Lock-In
February 29th at Our Savior’s Moravian
K-6th grade (5:00-7:00pm)
7th-12th Grade (6:00pm-Sunday AM)

Sunday School Volunteers
Craft and Game Day
Do you like to craft or play games?
We are looking for members who are willing to
lead our Sunday School students in a craft
and/or game. The first Sunday of each month
will be craft and game Sunday. You will help
lead our students through a 15-20 minute craft
or game time with the help of our Sunday
School leaders. To sign up, simply pick a
Sunday that you are able to help and let Jodi
Schumacher know (507.313.4451)
Crafts/Game Themes
February 2nd – The Beatitudes
March 1st – Birthday of the Moravian Church
April 5th – Palm Sunday

