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“It is What You Make It”
There are only two times of the year that I somewhat enjoy watching
advertisements on TV: during the Super Bowl and during the holiday season. There
are a few companies that run the same commercials each Christmas season like the
Hersey kisses that pretend to be bells and ring out the tune “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas”, or M&M’s where the iconic red and yellow M&M encounter Santa
Clause causing both to faint in the belief of the other’s existence.
Other companies come out with new advertisements that attempt to pull at
our heartstrings creating the warm fuzzy feelings that we tend to find this time of
the year. If you haven’t seen it already, I recommend you watch Hobby Lobby’s
2018 Christmas commercial. The ending line of advertisement is “Christmas is what
you make it.” It is a very catchy line as Hobby Lobby is the one stop shop for
crafters, quilters, artists, and do it yourselfers. It guides viewers to consider an old
way of gift giving; making something for those that we love.
This phrase has a deeper meaning. While it meets the need of Hobby
Lobby’s crafters advertisement, it speaks of how we enter into this time of the year.
“Christmas is what you make it” suggests that we have a responsibility to actively
think about how we want to live into this time of the year. Instead of letting
Christmas unfold before us, this phrase suggests that we need to make Christmas
happen.
While shopping malls and street decorations often cause us to focus on the
commercial side of Christmas, it is our responsibility to remember and raise up the
true meaning of Christmas; the babe in the manger.
I encourage you to take time this holiday season to remember the lessons
Christ has taught us: “his law is love, and his gospel is peace.” Christmas IS what
you make it; so, take time to bring Christ into the spirit of the holiday. Share the
love that he taught us with the stranger in the mall, the waitress at your table, the
neighbor you haven’t talked recently. Let your heart guide you as you become the
living Christ in Christmas.
Merry Christmas to you, make it one to remember!
Grace and Peace,

Pastor Greg

December 2018
Sunday

Monday

2
8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Worship
Christmas Band Practice
Cookie Exchange
Noon – 2pm Christmas
Caroling
9
8:30am – Sunday School
8:45am – Christmas Band
Practice
9:30am – Worship
5:00pm – Confirmation

3

16
8:30am – Sunday School
9:30am – Worship
Children’s Christmas
Program & Lovefeast
8:30pm-Midnight – Unity
Prayer Watch

17

23
*No Sunday School
9:30am – Contemporary
Worship Service
led by The Gathering

24
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
Service
7:00pm

30

31

*No Sunday School
9:30am – Worship
Singstunde (Hymn Sing)

New Year’s Eve
Communion
4:00-6:00pm

Tuesday
4

Wednesday
5

6
Chimes Choir
6:00pm
Choir
7:15pm

10

11
Joint Board
Meeting
7:00pm
18

12
Chimes Choir - 6:00pm
The Gathering -6:45pm
Choir - 7:15pm
19
Chimes Choir - 6:00pm
The Gathering -6:45pm
Choir - 7:15pm

25

26

Thursday

Friday
7

1
8
Youth Night at OSMC
K-6th Grade (5-7pm)
7th-12th Grade (6-8pm)

14

15

Yoga – 6:30pm

13

Saturday

Crafting Ministry
9:00am-Noon

Yoga – 6:30pm

20

21

22

28

29

Yoga – 6:30pm

27

Youth Lock-in
7 -12th Grade (7:00pm)
th

The Purpose of this Church shall be to glorify God in adoration, Love and service
as God’s missionary to our community, our nation, and our world, bearing witness
to God’s redeeming grace in Jesus Christ.
2018 Congregational Watchword:
With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
Isaiah 12:3

************************************************************************
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

Cemetery Board

Pastor Greg Behrend – Chair
Kathy Brosig – Vice Chair
Brenda Sing - Secretary
Steve Pasche
Wendy Sue Murphy

Mike Lovlien – Chair
Andy VanLoon – Vice Chair
Dale Krage - Secretary
Mark Stephan
Toby Brummer

Scott Decker
Ken Krage
Glenn Schumacher
Roger Schumacher

December Birthdays:
Kohen Koetter 12/2
Nicole Heinz 12/5
Leah Brosig 12/13
Sharon Decker 12/17
Kaige Koetter
Roger Schumacher 12/28

Janet Majerus 12/4
Brenda Sing 12/10
Delaney Brummer 12/15
Bryce Hilke 12/19
December Sobek 12/25
Heather Hilke 12/31

*We are working to update our church records. If your birthday or anniversary was not listed in the
newsletter please let Pastor Greg know so that we can add your information to our database

Thank You!
Thank you Jodi, Cheryl, Angela, Susan and all the other women who helped
lead worship during our Women’s Sunday!
Thank you everyone who helped us make this year’s Mission Festival a
wonderful success!
Thank you everyone who stayed and decorated during our Advent Festival,
especially Wendy, Peggy and Kathy for making soups for our meal!

Life of the Congregation
Top 3 Board Topics
In our efforts to share with the congregation some of the current topics of our church
leadership, the joint board shares with you these top 3 topics currently being addressed.
1. Roof Fund – Our church roof is a large project that is on our horizon. We are looking
to replace the current shingles within the next few years and to help us prepare for this
project the Board of Trustees has set a goal to start a roof fund that will grow to
$50,000 by December 31st, 2020! Starting in December of this year we are encouraging
members to give towards the roof fund to help us work towards that goal.
2. 2019 Annual Church Council Meeting – Our annual church council meeting has
been set for Sunday January 28th following worship. We encourage members to be
present at the meeting as it is part of your responsibility of being a member of this
body of faith. If there is hazardous weather on that day, we have a snow date
scheduled for February 3rd (if it is needed).
3. Church Survey Results – The Joint Board is currently reviewing the Church Survey
results. We hope to share those results as part of our annual report.

Unity Prayer Watch

Crafting Group

December 16th – 8:30pm-Midnight

Saturday December 15th
9:00am-12:00pm

Did you know that at any given minute, every
single day, there is a Moravian somewhere in the
world praying for our church? The Unity Prayer
watch is an old tradition where members of
churches sign up to pray for the worldwide
Moravian church for 15 minutes at a time. Our
congregation is being asked to pray into the late
hours of the evening on December 16th! Please
consider helping us carry on this tradition and
lift up our Moravian brothers and sisters in
prayer. The signup sheet is in the sanctuary

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24th – 7:00pm
Come and join us as we celebrate the birth of
our Savior with our annual candlelight
worship service on the eve of his birth.

Our crafting group is open to anyone who is
interested in crafting to come and join!

Our current project is making tote bags for
walkers to be given to individuals who need
walkers to assist them.
***If you know someone who uses a
walker and might benefit from having
one of these tote bags, please take one
from the display in the fellowship hall.

Yoga Class
Thursday Nights – 6:30pm
All are welcome to join us on Thursday nights
for a beginners level yoga class. We meet in the
Sunday School section of the church and work
together to improve our body, mind and spirit!

Christmas Cookie Exchange
& Christmas Caroling
December 2nd
Christmas Cookie Exchange – Don’t have
enough time to make a variety of cookies
this holiday season? Then join the our
Christmas cookie exchange. Bring at least
1 dozen of your favorite Christmas cookies
or treats (you will take home as many as
you bring) and then take home an array
cookies from others! We will also be
preparing small collections of Christmas
treats to give to our shut-ins while caroling.
Christmas Caroling - Everyone is invited
to do some Christmas Caroling to members
of our congregation who have a difficult
time getting out and about during the
holiday season. This is a great opportunity
to show the love we have for one another so
please come and join us even if you do not
consider yourself a great singer. We will
enjoy a lunch at the church prior to
Christmas caroling.

Children’s Christmas
Program & Lovefeast

New Year’s Eve Communion

Sunday December 16th

4:00-6:00pm

Please be sure to join us for our Sunday
School’s Christmas Program and Children’s
Lovefeast! This special Sunday worship service
will certainly get you in the Christmas spirit as
our Children perform the play “NEW STAR”

All are welcome to stop by the church on New
Year’s Eve to take part in Holy Communion.
This special ‘come as you are’ type communion
is a wonderful time to take a deep breath and
reflect on what has been and what is yet to come.

Monday December 31st

Fellowship
Forks & Fellowship – A Home Supper Club Ministry
Forks & Fellowship is a new opportunity to serve other families and friends from our congregation by
providing a meal, as well as a time of fellowship and companionship. Each month a handful of different
families from the congregation will sign up to host one meal at their home. Then, other families or
individuals from the congregation can sign up to be a guest with a host family that is offering a meal
during a day/time that works well for the guest family to attend. On the night that you have signed up
for, you will gather together as either the host or guest and enjoy a night of food, fellowship, and
togetherness. This is a ministry of getting to know your neighbor and strengthening the Christian bonds
as members of Christ’s Church.
If you would like to be a host
family in the month of December
or January please let Pastor Greg
know a date and time for your
meal as well as how many guests
you can accommodate or sign up
on the church website!

Youth
Sunday School Volunteers
Do you enjoy working with children but
can’t commit to be a year-round Sunday
school teacher? Then welcome to our
single Sunday sign-up. We are looking for
volunteers who would be willing to help
lead 10 minute stations periodically
throughout the school year. Pick a Sunday
that works for you and lead one of the four
stations that week! If you are willing to
serve as a Sunday School volunteer sign up
on our church website or speak with Jodi
Schumacher - 507.313.4451
Sunday School Stations (10 minutes each):

Music Time --- Lesson of the Day --Game/Activity Time --- Crafting Corner

Youth Night at Our Savior’s
Saturday December 8th
K-6th Grade (5:00-7:00pm)
7th – 12th Grade (6:00-8:00pm)
All are welcome. Bring a Friend!

Youth Lock-in
Saturday December 29th
7th – 12th Grade (starts at 7:00pm)

Music Ministry
Chimes Choir

“The Gathering”

Our chimes choir will be playing
throughout the Advent season. A big
thank you to all of our chimes players
and to director Steve Pasche.

The Gathering is our new musical group that
helps lead our music for contemporary worship
services. We are looking for anyone who would
like to learn guitar or ukulele to come and join
us! We also would welcome a drummer and
anyone who would like to sing with the group.

Choir
The choir will be singing during our
Advent season and into the new year.
We would invite all to consider attending
a Wednesday night practice to try it out!

We will be practicing in December on Wednesday
nights between Chimes and Choir.

Christmas Band
The Christmas Band will be playing
during worship on December 9th. All
instruments welcome, Come and join us!

Opportunities to Give
College Care Packages
Once again we will be sending our college students a care package as we approach the end of
their fall semesters. If you would like to donate/make/include something for these care packages
please bring those items to church by December 2nd and we will send them along.
Items to include might be:
-

Current College Students:

Handwritten card of encouragement
Food items
Small Christmas gifts/decorations
School supplies
Gift Cards
Christmas Card

-

December Sobek
Leah Brosig
Peyton Schumacher
Greg Brosig
Maddie Schumacher
Shelby Hilke

*If you are aware of a college student not on this list please tell Pastor Greg*

Roof Fund
Our church roof is a large project that is on our horizon. We are looking to replace the current
shingles within the next few years and to help us prepare for this project the Board of Trustees
has set a goal to start a roof fund that will grow to $50,000 by December 31st, 2020!
Starting in December of this year we are encouraging members to give towards the roof fund to
help us work towards that goal.

