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Packing Our Bags
Summertime tends to be filled with moments of packing for many of us;
whether it is a family camping trip, vacation get away or a week at camp. How do
you pack your bag? Are you someone who throws things in at the last minute? Or
maybe you’re someone who packs the night before following the list of things
you’ve written out to make sure you don’t forget something?
Regardless of how you pack we all take time to think about what we need to
put in our bag when we go somewhere. You might ask yourself: Where am I going?
What will I be doing? How many outfits will I need to have enough clothes. All in
all, we just want to make sure we are prepared.
Living a life in faith holds the same idea. We want to be prepared each day
as we set off on a new adventure. We want to do our best for the people we are
walking with and reaching out to today. So, we come to church, we read our Bible,
we pray…hoping that each of these things will help build us up and prepare us for
what we need as we go out into the busy world.
As Jesus sends out his disciples, he is rather specific about telling them what
they need to bring, or perhaps more importantly what NOT to bring. He tells them
to leave the bag behind, you don’t need extra clothes, you don’t even need money;
you just need to go. It’s a humbling reminder that what we need most to do the
work of God in this world we already carry in our hearts. While we might stumble
at times or feel lost in situations which seem too big for us, we must hold onto our
faith and know that no matter what, with God in our heart, we are enough. Let us
walk with confidence, with hope, and above with the love of Jesus Christ.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Greg
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Ice Cream Social
5:00-7:30pm

4
9:30am – Worship – led by
Barry Lehman

5

6

7

8

Youth Lock-in
7th-12th Grade
7:30pm

3:30pm – VBS at St Paul’s
11
9:30am – Worship with
Holy Communion

12

13
Joint Board
Meeting
7:00pm

14

15

16
VBS Totally
Hooked at
Berea Moravian

17

18
9:30am – Worship – Camp
Reflection Sunday

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
***10:00am – Worship at
Centennial Park in Altura
11:30am – Church Potluck
and softball game

26

30

31

Family Fun and Picnic
Fellowship Night
at Our Savior’s Moravian
6:30pm
27
Mission
Committee
7:00pm

28

By-Law
Committee
Meeting
6:30pm
29

The Purpose of this Church shall be to glorify God in adoration, Love and service
as God’s missionary to our community, our nation, and our world, bearing witness
to God’s redeeming grace in Jesus Christ.
2019 Congregational Watchword:
Jesus said to him a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he
said to him the third time, “do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.”

John 21:17

************************************************************************
Board of Elders

Board of Trustees

Pastor Greg Behrend – Chair
Brenda Sing – Vice Chair
Steve Pasche – Secretary
Steve Krage
Wendy Sue Murphy

Mike Lovlien – Chair
Mark Stephan – Vice Chair
Dale Krage – Secretary
Ron Merchlewitz
Toby Brummer

August Birthdays:
Mary Olson 8/1
Dan Schultz 8/8
Lisa Rae Skalicky 8/11
Shelby Hilke 8/12
Hadley Loken 8/16
Dara Sobek 8/19
Garrett Hilke 8/20
Nick Loken 8/20
Owen Behrend 8/24
Peggy Pasche 8/27
Linda Mrozek 8/29

Cemetery Board
Scott Decker
Ken Krage
Glenn Schumacher
Roger Schumacher

August Anniversaries
Gary & Diedre Rahn 8/13
Mike & Cheryl Lovlien 8/16

Thank You!
Thank you to Rich and Patti Stark for your continued commitment to serving as sacristans.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our camp fund this year! We have 11 campers
attending church camp this summer!
Thank you to Lori Stephan for continuing the ministry of making beautiful cross-stitched
pieces for each of our children being baptized this year!
Thank you to the many individuals who take time to visit our members living in various
facilities in the area

Life of the Congregation
Top 3 Board Topics
In our efforts to share with the congregation some of the current topics of our church
leadership, the joint board shares with you these top 3 topics currently being addressed.
1. Electronic Giving – Online giving is now available via our church website “Make a
Gift” tab or by downloading the GivePlus+ app on any smart device. Using either
option, you have the control to manage single time gifts or create automatic giving all
done securely through Vanco’s electronic database.
2. Caring Cards – In an effort to help our members live into our call to care for one
another, the Board of Elders are making available care cards for members to fill our
and give to someone who might need of word of kindness. Care cards for many
different circumstances of life can be found in the back of the sanctuary. Please take
cards and send them to anyone in need of your words of love.
3. PrayGround – The Joint Board is currently exploring a new idea that churches across
the country are trying to be more hospitable and encouraging to families worshipping
with young children (newborn – 3). A PrayGround is an area of the sanctuary
specifically designed to better serve our youngest children to be more deeply engaged
in the worship experience. It is our hope that this new idea might help young children
understand the importance and fundamental pieces of worship in a more child friendly
setting as well as inviting families with children in our community to join us for
worship. The Joint Board will be bringing forth a proposed plan to explore this new
idea and will seek congregational understanding and support to help us move forward
in an exploration phase. Stay tuned!

Camp Reflection Sunday
August 18th
Join us for a special worship service as we hear from some of
our campers and camp staff members and their enriching
camp experience of the 2019 summer church camps.

Outdoor Worship Service at Centennial Park
Potluck Lunch will follow along with a family friendly softball game!
Sunday August 25th – ***10:00am*** at Centennial Park in Altura

After worship we will have a potluck lunch so please bring a dish to share.

Please feel free to bring outdoor lawn games and comfortable lawn chairs to enjoy times of
fellowship and games during our lunch together.
After everyone has eaten, we will have a church friendly softball game so bring your
baseball/softball gloves and bats and a change of clothes if you would like to play softball!

Fellowship

Family Fun Night & Picnic Fellowship
Wednesday August 18th – 6:30pm at Our Savior’s Moravian Church
As summer comes to an end we take time to celebrate our greater church family as we gather
together with members from Berea Moravian Church for a night of food, fellowship and fun!
Our Savior’s Moravian members are asked to bring either a main course dish or a dessert to
share with the group. We will have a sign-up sheet listed at church and would ask folks to
sign up for one of these items, so we have a good balance. Also please bring lawn games or
other fun outdoor games as well as lawn chairs if you prefer them over the folding chairs.

Youth
Vacation Bible School
August 16-17 at Berea Moravian
1st-6th Grade 3:30p Fri – Noon Sat.
*Ages 4-5 Friday Only 3:30-6:30pm*

Vacation Bible School
August 4th 3:30-8:00pm at St Paul’s
Entering Preschool – 6th Grade

“SonHero Academy”
“Totally Hooked”
Join us for an overnight VBS experience!
Berea and Our Savior’s Moravian churches
are joining together for a fun filled VBS
experience for our children! This year’s
theme will help us explore our call to be
disciples of Jesus!
*Online registration will be available soon*

Sunday School Begins
September 8th
Preschool – 12th Grade

Youth Lock-In
August 10th 7:30pm
7th-12th Grade

Calling all Super Heros!! Come and join us for
this one day VBS event where we will learn
about the most important Super Hero of all,
our Savior Jesus! All are welcome to come
learn through songs, games, activities, stories,
and food!

Upcoming Retreats

Opportunities to Give
Roof Fund
Our church roof is a large project that is on our horizon. We are looking to replace the current
shingles within the next few years and to help us prepare for this project the Board of Trustees
has set a goal to start a roof fund that will grow to $50,000 by December 31st, 2020!
Current Balance of Roof Fund = $11, 145.00

Online Giving
Be sure to use our online giving as you feel led by either giving from our church website or
download the GivePlus+ app and search for Our Savior’s Moravian Church

August 13th Anniversary
August 13, 1727 was a day that marked a spiritual renewal within the Moravian Church. Some people refer to it as
the Moravian Pentecost. During this time, there was division between congregation members who were trying to
establish a renewed church in eastern Germany after fleeing their homelands of Bohemia and Moravia (modern
day Czech Republic). This is an excerpt from the church diary that recalls what took place that day 290 years ago:
“August 13, 1727. The profound and highly uplifting Communion was held on August 13. Beforehand, as we were on our way to church,
everyone was talking with each other and here and there pairs were found among the Brethren, willing to unite. The church service
started with the hymn: “Deliver Me, My God,” whereby a wicked person, watching the ceremony, was totally overcome. Afterwards
Pastor Rothe, supported by the congregation, bestowed a true apostolic blessing upon the two confirmands. Then the congregation fell
down before the Lord, and started to cry and sing at the same time: “My Soul Before Thee Prostrate Lies.” One could hardly tell whether
we were singing or crying, but it happened with such grace that the officiating minister was totally perplexed by it. After the hymn was
finished some of the Brethren prayed with divine power, laying before the Lord the plight of the congregation and especially that they
were at a loss at what to do with those who had left us, doubting they would succeed without sectarianism or separatism, since both are
not the right way for the Lord’s house. We also prayed childlike and modestly, that He should teach us the true nature of His church and
how to live and walk in His law; that we remain unsullied and inoffensive, so that we don’t become solitary but fruitful, and neither
violate the loyalty and obedience sworn to Him and His Word nor injure the common love through trivialities. Afterwards, as a great
anointment flowed over us and we felt not far from Him, we prayed in faithful assurance that He should let our two Elders, Christian
David and Melchior Nitschmann be powerfully drawn into our fellowship and experience what we were experiencing. Following the
absolution, communion was held with humbled and strengthened hearts, and each of us went home, feeling quite beside ourselves. On
the way back to Herrnhut a wasp flew at the overseer [Zinzendorf] with rage and stung him hard on the hand just as he was in the
process of trying to win over a separatist. We spent this day and the following in calm and joyful composure and learned to love. ...
August 28. Christian David and Melchior Nitschmann came back from Sorau and at once asked us what we had been doing on the
morning of August 13. They had been in the orphanage at Sablatt and at 10 o’clock in the morning they received a strong urge to pray.
They went up into the house’s small tower with David Schneider, threw themselves down before the Savior, and were overcome with
hundreds of tears and sweet thoughts of the congregation. They had never felt like that in their entire lives; they thought, what is
happening in our congregation? If they could only know our circumstances!”

